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hibited; annual enrollment was limited, for each institution, "in order to prevent overcrowding"; and, last but not least, by virtue of the "temporary rules'7 of July 29,1899, the students expelled and deprived of the right to resume studies for a specified length of time (one, two, or three years) were drafted into the army for the duration of the interdict, even if they were not otherwise liable to military service. Moreover, several St. Petersburg professors, allegedly in sympathy with the strikers, were deprived of their chairs. These measures, needless to say, did not remove the causes of the unrest, and the universities, although drastically purged, reopened in the autumn of 1899 in a turbulent mood. Serious disturbances occurred in Kiev in 1900. In February, 1901, P. Karpovich, a socialist revolutionary and a former student twice expelled, shot and fatally wounded N. P. Bogolepov, minister of education since 1898. This bloody deed was extolled by speakers at student demonstrations held in St. Petersburg, Moscow, and other university cities.
THE REVOLUTIONARY TIDE
Bogolepov's murder, the first political assassination in the reign of Nicholas II, ushered in an era of terror waged by the Socialist Revolutionary Party, In March, 1901, a zemstvo statistician, Lagovsky, fired four shots at Pobedonostsev but missed him. In April, 1902, a twenty-year-old student, S. V. Balmashev, wearing the uniform of an aide-de-camp to the tsar, gained admission to the building of the committee of ministers and mortally wounded the minister of the interior, D. S. Sipiagin. Simultaneously elaborate preparations were made for murderous attacks on Pobedonostsev and the St. Petersburg military governor, General Kleigels, but the would-be assassins (among them a young girl, Z. lurkovsky, dressed for the occasion in the uniform of a male gymnasium student) faltered and failed to carry out their assignment. In July, 1902, a worker, F. Kachura, fired two unsuccessful shots at the governor of Kharkov, Prince Obolensky, and in May, 1903, a railway worker, E. Dulebov, shot and killed the governor of Ufa Bogdanovich. The latter crime led to the arrest of the leader of the Terroristic Organization, Gershuni, who was succeeded by Azef. The technique of the terrorists underwent a change: firearms were discarded for feigfe explosives. The first victim to be blown up was the minister of the interior, V. K. Plehve; the assassination (July, 1904) was planned by Azef and Savinkov, but the bomb that killed the